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Orange County Bar Association Hosted Judges’ Night and Annual Meeting - Honoring Mark P.
Robinson, Jr. (Ret.) as Franklin G. West Award Recipient and Installing 2026 OCBA President
Shirin Forootan

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif., Jan. 27, 2026 — During the 2026 Orange County Bar Association Judges’
Night and Annual Meeting, members of the bench and bar honored Mark P. Robinson, Jr. (Ret.) as its
Franklin G. West Award recipient and installed this year’s OCBA President Shirin Forootan. This annual
event honors the sitting judges of Orange County and was held on Jan. 22, 2026, at the Irvine Marriott.

The Franklin G. West Award, the highest honor awarded by the OCBA, was first established in 1971 in
honor of the late Judge Franklin G. West. On Jan. 22, Mark Robinson, Jr., joined an outstanding group of
attorneys and judges whose lifetime achievements advanced justice and the law.

Mark P. Robinson, Jr., is the founder, senior partner and sole shareholder of Robinson Calcagnie, Inc.,
based in Newport Beach, California. Mark earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Stanford University
and graduated cum laude from Loyola School of Law. He has established a prominent legal practice
devoted to consumer safety and has worked on thousands of products liability cases, including the
landmark Ford Pinto case, Grimshaw v. Ford Motor Company, where a jury in Orange County,
California, awarded $128 million in compensatory and punitive damages. The verdict was recognized by
the Association of Trial Lawyers of America as one of the ten most significant civil trials of the past
millennium.

Additionally, the OCBA installed Shirin Forootan as the 2026 OCBA President, along with the OCBA
Board of Directors and the OCBA Charitable Fund leadership.

Shirin Forootan is the Managing Attorney at Forootan Law Corp., and professional mediator and neutral
who exclusively mediates employment law cases. Her distinguished career practicing law in Orange
County spans over 17 years, and includes working at large, mid-size, and small firms, on both the
plaintiff and defense sides.

OCBA Officers
e President-Elect: Eric V. Traut, Traut Injury Law
e Treasurer: Sharon Oh-Kubisch, Kahana & Feld LLP
e Secretary: Casey R. Johnson, Aitken Aitken Cohn LLP
e Immediate Past President: Mei Tsang, Umberg Zipser LLP

OCBA Board of Directors

e Ryan S. Dean, Umberg Zipser LLP

e Jared H. De Jong, Hyundai Motor America

e Caroline R. Djang, Buchalter, A Professional Corporation
Justin W. Fong, PennyMac Loan Services



Kristin F. Godeke, Wells Fargo

Eemaan Jalili, Jalili Law, PC

Christy G. Lea, Knobbe Martens

Sean T. Lobb, Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth

Sara C. Nakada, Orange County Public Defender's Office
William C. O'Neill, Newmeyer & Dillion LLP

Alexander C. Payne, Minyard Morris LLP

Lisa D. Ramirez, U.S. Immigration Law Group, LLP

Eric Sather, Stegmeier, Gelbart, Schwartz & Benavente, LLP
Arjun Sivakumar, Brown Rudnick LLP

Rebekah F. Thomas, SNR Law Group, PC

Jennifer L. Waier, U.S. Attorney’s Office

Brooke A. Weitzman, Elder Law & Disability Rights Center
Nicole Whyte, Bremer, Whyte, Brown & O'Meara LLP

e Lesley D. Young, Orange County District Attorney’s Office
e Jonathan D. Zima, Hunter Law Group, PC

About the Orange County Bar Association

Established in 1901, the Orange County Bar Association, with over 7,500 members, is one of the largest
voluntary bars in California. The mission of the Orange County Bar Association is to enhance the system
of justice, to support the lawyers who serve it, and to assist the community served by it.

About the Franklin G. West Award

Established in 1971 in memory of the late Judge Franklin G. West, a highly respected jurist who served
on the bench from January 1939 to March 1965, the West Award is bestowed upon an outstanding
attorney or judge who has made significant contributions to advance and elevate justice and law. Judge
West’s 26 years and two months on the bench constituted the longest term ever served by a judge in
California.
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