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The Orange County Bar Association  
Military and Veterans Issues Task Force Presents

4350904

2.0 CLE  
Credits

Tuesday, October 20, 2015
Registration/Dinner: 5:30 p.m.  
Program: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Orange County Bar Association 
4101 Westerly Place, Newport Beach, CA 92660
Free Parking                

Speakers:
 Antoinette Balta, Esq.

President and Co-Founder
 Veterans Legal Institute 

Bryan Fazio
Navy Veteran

Law Student, Whittier Law School

Program Chair: 
Major Dwight Stirling, Esq., M.Ed.

Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder
Veterans Legal Institute

Topic:
Hundreds of thousands of veterans have been separated from the military with less than 
honorable discharges, e.g., “bad paper.” Some of these veterans suffer from military sexual 
trauma, post-traumatic stress, or traumatic brain injury. Often, a veteran’s negative discharge 
is a direct result of the trauma he/she’s incurred while in service. Veterans with “bad 
paper” are branded and stigmatized by their discharge documents, paperwork they must 
show to prospective employers, often foreclosing employment opportunities and making 
them ineligible for important VA benefits. For many, their only avenues for relief are the 
Department of Defense Discharge Review Boards.

The focus of this MCLE program will be to train OCBA attorneys to assist veterans with 
discharge upgrades. The goal is to teach advocates to successfully take a discharge upgrade 
case from intake to completion of the petition, explaining the various types of discharges, 
the best practices for developing the petition, and methodologies for obtaining persuasive 
corroborating evidence from eyewitnesses, medical personnel, and members of the chain of 
command. All OCBA members are encouraged to attend this powerful session and acquire 
the tools needed to transform veterans’ lives.

DISCHARGE UPGRADES • TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2015

Advanced Discount Deadline: October 13, 2015. Payments received in the OCBA offices after close of business on 10/13/15, add $25.  OCBA is not 
responsible for lost, misdirected or delayed mail. Cancellations must be received in writing by October 13, 2015 (no refunds after this date) and are 
subject to a $25 non-refundable administrative fee. OCBA reserves the right to substitute speakers. On-site registration available, but space is limited. 
This activity has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education Credit by the State Bar of California in the amount of 2.0 hour(s),  as 
appropriate to the content of the activity.  OCBA is a State Bar approved MCLE provider and certifies that this activity conforms to the standards for 
approved education activities prescribed by the rules and regulations of the State Bar of California governing MCLE.

Return this form to OCBA, P.O. Box 6130, Newport Beach, CA 92658 - Fax: 949-440-6710
For more information about CLE seminars, visit www.ocbar.org or call the OCBA Education Dept. at 949-440-6700, ext. 125.

Register online at ocbar.org Advanced Discount Rate
(Received by 10/13/15)

OCBA Members $75*

OCBA Law Student Members/Sitting Judges $25*

OCBA Young Lawyers Division Member/Government Employee Rate $50*

Non-OCBA Members $125*

*Registrations paid after 10/13/15, add $25. 

Pro Bono Training 
Opportunity

WANT TO HELP A VET?
DISCHARGE UPGRADES

MILITARY CULTURAL COMPETENCY


