
 BRIDGING THE GAP 

 

 

ELDER, 

TRUSTS & 

PROBATE 



1069/099999-0093 
1016182.01 a01/20/12   
 

Types of Cases Handled by the Probate Court 

• Decedent's Estate/Probate of Will/Letters of Administration 

• Estate (Trust Administration/Litigation) 

• Special Needs Trust 

• Guardianship 

• Minor's Compromise 

• Conservatorship 

• LPS Conservatorship 

• Elder Abuse Litigation (when Conservatorship is pending) 

• Name Change 

• Adoption 

• Emancipation 

• Termination of Parental Rights 

• Fact of Birth, Death and Marriage 

• Riese Petition (Mental Health) 

• Writ of Habeas Corpus 
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Helpful Information for Elder Law, Trusts & 
Decedent's Estates 

Professional Organizations  

• OCBA Trust and Estates Section (2nd Wednesday of month @ The Villa, 510 E. Katella 
Ave, Orange, CA) 

• OCBA Elder Law Section (2nd Friday of month @ Tustin Banquet Center, 721 W. First 
St., Tustin, CA) 

• NAELA (Southern California section meets quarter annually in Long Beach, CA)  

• Brown Bag Meetings at Probate Department L73  

Resource Books 

Probate 

• Probate Code 

• California Practice Guide: Probate (The Rutter Group) 

• California Trust and Probate Litigation (CEB)  

Trusts & Estates 

• California Durable Powers of Attorney (CEB) 

• California Trust Practice (CEB) by, Hartog & Dirkes 

• Drafting California Revocable Trusts (CEB)  

Conservatorship/Guardianship 

• California Conservatorship Practice (CEB-Continuing Education of the Bar-
California)  

Public Benefits/Medi-Cal 

• California Elder Law Resources, Benefits and Planning (CEB) 
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• California Guide to Tax, Estate & Financial Planning for the Elderly (LEXIS) by 
Zimring & Bashaw 

• California Elder Law: An Advocate's Guide (CEB) 

Other Codes, ect. 

• Welfare and Institutions Code 

Other Helpful Resources 

Judicial Council Forms Website:   www.courtinfo.ca.gov/forms/ 

California Rules of Court:  www.courtinfo.ca.uov/rules/ 

O.C. Probate Court's Local Rules:  www.occourts.org/directory/local-rules-of-court/ 



ORANGE COUNTY  SUPERIOR COURT 

PROBATE / MENTAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

341 THE CITY DRIVE, ORANGE, CALIFORNIA 92868

COURT  INFORMATION

NAME PHONE # ASSIGNMENTS

AREA CODE (714) 

# DEPT. L72  JUDGE MARJORIE LAIRD CARTER 935-7274   PROBATE TRIALS, T.S.C.,  

 SUPERVISING JUDGE OF PROBATE     M.S.C., LAW & MOTION 

 CLERK MARY TORREZ       

# DEPT. L73 JUDGE GERALD G. JOHNSTON  935-6050  PROBATE CALENDARS & 

 CLERK ROTATING     EX PARTES 

# DEPT. L74 JUDGE GERALD G. JOHNSTON  935-6710  PROBATE TRIALS 

  CLERK BEVERLY RITZ      

# DEPT. L53 JUDGE RANDALL J. SHERMAN    935-7257  MENTAL HEALTH 

CALENDAR, 

 CLERK JODI GAMBOA      ADOPTIONS,  

# DEPT. L74 COMMISSIONER JULIAN CIMBALUK 935-7257 ADOPTIONS/

 CLERK JODI GAMBOA   ABANDONMENTS, CONTESTED

# PROBATE INFORATION AVAILABLE ONLINE AT WWW.OCCOURTS.ORG

*TO VIEW THE COURT’S CALENDARS BY DATE: GO TO PROBATE DROP DOWN MENU, SCROLL DOWN TO 

“CALENDARS,”  CLICK ON “CASES ON CALENDAR.”   

*TO VIEW EXAMINER NOTES: GO TO PROBATE DROP DOWN MENU, SCROLL DOWN AND CLICK ON 

PROBATE NOTES ENTER CASE NUMBER THEN CLICK ON “GO.” 

* EX PARTE PROCEDURES:  GO TO PROBATE DROP DOWN MENU, SCROLL DOWN AND CLICK ON EX 

PARTE PROCEDURES. 

 QUESTIONS  REGARDING EXAMINER NOTES: TO EMAIL THE PROBATE CALENDAR COORDINATOR: 

 PLEASE FOLLOW THE EMAIL GUIDELINES @  WWW.OCCOURTS.ORG/PROBATE

# COURTROOM ASSISTANT

 LUZ  KORSGAARD     935-8056   

CLERK ANSWERS QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE COMPROMISE CALENDAR AND CITATIONS. 

# CLERK’S OFFICE     935-6061  8:00AM - 5:00PM   MON. - FRI. 

THE OFFICE MAY ANSWER QUESTIONS REGARDING FILINGS, FEES AND GENERAL PROCEDURE, 

RELATING TO PROBATE MATTERS. THEY ARE PROHIBITED FROM GIVING LEGAL ADVICE. 

# ORDER CHECKER        

 LUZ KORSGAARD, RUTHIE VEYNA 935-8055  11:00AM - 12:00PM; MON.-FRI. 

CLERK ANSWERS QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE SIGNING OF AN ORDER AFTER IT HAS BEEN HEARD BY 

THE COURT.

PROBATE COURT SERVICES

# PROBATE COURT SERVICES   935-6672 

THE OFFICE GIVES INFORMATION RELATING TO GUARDIANSHIP AND CONSERVATORSHIP 

INVESTIGATIONS.

# PROPOSED CONSERVATORSHIP ORIENTATION

ORIENTATION IS HELD EVERY TUESDAY (EXCEPT COURT HOLIDAYS) AT 3:00 PM TO 5 PM ON THE 5TH

FLOOR OF THE COURTHOUSE, ROOM 507.CONSERVATOR HANDBOOK REQUIRED.

Rev. O6-25-08(DR) 

O:PROBATE/FORMS AND PROCEDURES/DEPT. L73/COURT INFORMATION 
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Helpful Information for Elder Law, Trusts & Decedent’s Estates

Professional Organizations

OCBA Trust and Estates Section (2
nd

 Wednesday of month @ O.C.M.A./Turnip Rose,  

 300 South Flower St. Orange, CA) 

OCBA Elder Law Section (2
nd

 Friday of month @ O.C.M.A./Turnip Rose,  

 300 South Flower St. Orange, CA) 

       NAELA (Southern California section meets quarter annually) 

             Brown Bag Meetings at Probate Department (Dept. L-73) (quarter annually) 

Resource Books

Probate

 Probate Code 

 California Practice Guide: Probate (The Rutter Group) 

 California Trust and Probate Litigation (CEB) 

Trust & Estates 

 California Durable Powers of Attorney (CEB) 

 California Trust Practice (CEB) by, Hartog & Dirkes 

 Drafting California Revocable Trusts (CEB) 

Conservatorship/Guardianship

California Conservatorship Practice (CEB-Continuing Education of the Bar-Calif) 

Public Benefits/Medi-Cal 

 California Elder Law Resources, Benefits and Planning (CEB) 

 California Guide to Tax, Estate & Financial Planning for the Elderly (LEXIS) by  

   Zimring & Bashaw 

 California Elder Law: An Advocate’s Guide (CEB) 

 Other Codes, etc.  

 Welfare and Institutions Code 

Other Helpful Resources   

          

 Probate Court’s Calendar (see www.occourts.org/probate/probatesched.asp)

 Judicial Council Forms Website (see www.courtinfo.ca.gov/forms/)

 California Rules of Court (see www.courtinfo.ca.gov/rules/)

 O.C. Probate Court’s Local Rules (see www.occourts.org/home/ccrules/1ccrtabl.asp)
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Probate Calendar Schedule to take effect 8/1/08

L53

      Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday       Thursday      Friday 

8:30 Jury Trials, 

Conservatorship

Hearings

 Conservatorship 

Hearings

Conservatorship

Hearings

9:00 Mental Health 

Court Trials & 

Rehearings,

Orders to Show 

Cause

 Mental Health 

Court Trials & 

Rehearings

Status Conferences 

& Rehearings 

11:00 a.m.     Adoption Order 

to Show Cause 

(OSC), Law & 

Motion

1:30 p.m. Writs & Rieses, 

Medical

Petitions, Firearm 

Petitions 1/3, 

Placement 

Reviews 2/4 

HOPs, 6500s, 

4800 Writs, 

Regional Center 

Client Hearings, 

Lanterman-

Petris-Short

(LPS) Hearings, 

Writs & Rieses 

 Writs & Rieses Special 

Settings

1:45 p.m.   Adoptions  Adoption 

Overflow

2:00 p.m.     Facility 

Hearings

L72

     Monday    Tuesday    Wednesday       Thursday       Friday 

9:00 a.m. Trials Trials Trials Trials Mandatory 

Settlement 

Conferences

(MSC)

1:45 p.m. Trial Setting 

Conferences (TSC) 

  Law & Motion Mandatory 

Settlement 

Conferences

(MSC)

2:00 p.m.     Pretrials 

2:30 p.m. Status Conferences 

& Orders to Show 

Cause (OSC) 

  Status Conferences 

& Orders to Show 

Cause (OSC) 
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L73

      Monday    Tuesday   Wednesday       Thursday      Friday 

9:00 a.m. Accounts &

Misc.

Accounts & 

Misc.

Trust Accounts & 

Trusts Misc. 

Accounts & Misc. Minors 

Compromise 

10:30 a.m. Ex Parte Ex Parte Ex Parte Ex Parte  

11:00 a.m. Sales of Real 

Property 

    

1:45 p.m. Guardianship

Appointments 

Conservator

Appointments 

Public Guardian/ 

Public

Adminstrator 1st,

2nd, 4th, 5th  Wed. 

of each month 

Private Professiona

3rd Wed. of mo. 

New Petitions for 

Probate

Spousal Prop 

Fact of

   Death 

   Birth 

   Marriage 

Name Change

3:00 p.m.  Citations – 2nd

Tues. of mo. 

   

                         

L74

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9:00 a.m. Conservatorship

Clinic – 1st Monday 

of the month 

(except holidays) 

Termination of 

Parental Rights 

Hearings Hearings Mandatory 

Settlement 

Conferences

(MSC)

11:00 a.m.    Contested Name 

Change (2nd Thurs. 

of the mo.) 

1:30 p.m. Guardianship

Clinic – every 

Monday (except 

holidays) 

   Mandatory 

Settlement 

Conferences

(MSC)
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Probate Court 

Court Location 

Orange County Superior Court 

Lamoreaux Justice Center 

341 The City Drive 

Orange, CA 92868 

See OC Superior Court Location Page for more specific information on location.  

Probate/Mental Health 

Adoption

Conservatorship

Emancipation  

Estate

Guardianship

LPS Conservatorship

Minor's Compromise  

Name Change  

Probate of Will  

Riese Petition  

Termination of Parental Rights  

Writ of Habeas Corpus 

Probate Phone List

Email Guidelines for Probate Requests for Continuances 

Parties and attorneys may e-mail the court at ContinueProbate@occourts.org for all 

matters set on a calendar in Department L73 only. Your e-mail must contain the 
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following information:  

SUBJECT LINE IN HEADING MUST COMPLETED AS FOLLOWS: 

HEARING DATE, TIME, DEPARTMENT, CASE NUMBER & NAME

(Example: 02-22-06, 9:00, L73, A123456, SMITH)

FIRST LINE OF EMAIL MESSAGE: CASE NUMBER, CASE NAME, 

AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PLEADING ON CALENDAR

REASON FOR REQUEST

NO ATTACHMENTS

CONTINUANCE QUALIFICATION GUIDELINES:

ONLY matters scheduled in Department L73 will be considered. For matters 

scheduled in L72 and L53, contact those courtrooms directly.  

Requesting party is the petitioner, no prior continuance granted, no opposition - 

may be continued once with no appearance required.  

Requesting party is not the petitioner, no prior continuance granted, no opposition 

– continuance requires the agreement of the petitioner, which must be received 

via email in order to process the request via this email address.  

At prior hearing, parties or counsel have been ordered to return - may be 

continued one time with an advisement that a bench warrant is issued and held 

pending the new date at which an appearance is required.

There is an objector or multiple petitions and petitioners - continuance requires 

the agreement of all, which must be received via email in order to process the 

request via this email address.  

Questions regarding probate notes see Email Guidelines for Probate Notes.

Email that does not comply with the above may not be reviewed

Please note: This procedure is intended solely for the purpose of requesting a 

continuance on specific cases currently set for hearing in Department L73. The Probate 

Staff cannot dispense legal advice or direct you on procedural alternatives. 

All correspondence will be addressed on a priority basis according to hearing date. We 

will make every effort to respond by 5 P.M. prior to the hearing date. 

Email Guidelines for Probate Note Questions 

Parties and attorneys may e-mail the court at ProbateCalendar@occourts.org for all 

matters set on a calendar in Department L73. Your e-mail must contain the following 

information:  

SUBJECT LINE IN HEADING MUST COMPLETED AS FOLLOWS: 

HEARING DATE, TIME, DEPARTMENT, CASE NUMBER & NAME

(Example: 02-22-06, 9:00, L73, A123456, SMITH)  
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FIRST LINE OF EMAIL MESSAGE: CASE NUMBER, CASE NAME, 

AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PLEADING ON CALENDAR

A REFERENCE TO THE EXAMINERS NOTES PERTAINING TO THE 

PETITION ON CALENDAR AND YOUR DETAILED QUESTION SPECIFIC 

TO THAT CALENDARED MATTER.  

NO ATTACHMENTS

Further, email inquiries shall conform to the following guidelines:  

One email message per calendar matter per hearing date  

Five lines as to each deficiency or issue  

If a continuance is requested, see Email Guidelines for Probate Requests for 

Continuances

Email that does not comply with the above may not be reviewed

Please note: This procedure is intended solely for the purpose of answering questions 

regarding probate notes on the specific cases currently set for hearing in Department L73 

or for clarifying language, codes sections, court rules and policies as they relate to your 

examiner notes. 

This procedure is not for:

Confirmation of documents received by the court

Confirmation that documents have been reviewed  

To view your notes go to www.occourts.org/calendars/probatenotes.asp. The Probate 

Staff cannot dispense legal advice or direct you on procedural alternatives. 

All correspondence will be addressed on a priority basis according to hearing date. We 

will make every effort to respond within two court days. 
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Probate Calendar/ Hearing Information 

Petition 

Petitions are set for hearing at the time of filing and are not reserved ahead of time. See Probate

Filing Fees for information regarding petition fees.

Ex Parte

Ex parte petitions where no notice is given must be delivered to the Probate Clerk's Office and 

left for court review and determination. All ex parte petitions where notice has been given must 

be delivered to the Probate Clerk's office no later than 2:00 p.m. the day before the hearing. See 

Probate Calendar Schedule for hearing dates, times, and department. See Probate Filing Fees for 

information regarding fees.

Mental Health

See Probate Calendar Schedule for hearing dates, times, and department

Motion

See Probate Calendar Schedule for information regarding days, times, and departments for 

motions. See Probate Filing Fees for information regarding fees.

MSC and Trial

MSC and trial dates are set by the court in the course of the action

Minor's Compromise 

Minor's Comp Information Sheet

Name Change

Name Change Information Sheet

General

For general questions, call the Probate Attorney between 10:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., Monday 

through Thursday at (714) 935-8065.

Orders 

For discussion of orders, call the Probate Order Checker between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon, 

Monday through Friday, at (714) 935-6052. 
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1

Probate / Mental HealthProbate / Mental Health

Hon. Mary Fingal Schulte, Supervising 
Judge
Hon.  Caryl A. Lee
Hon. Randall J. Sherman



2

Probate Case TypesProbate Case Types
� Fact of Birth, Death or Marriage
� Decedent’s Estate
� Trusts
� Probate of Will
� Conservatorship 
� Guardianship
�Minor’s Compromise
� Name Change
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Mental Health Case TypesMental Health Case Types

� Lanterman-Petris-Short Act (LPS) 
Conservatorship
� Riese Petition
�Writ of Habeas Corpus
�Weapons Petition 
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Family Law Case TypesFamily Law Case Types

�� Termination of Parental Rights

�� Freedom from Parental Control and 
Custody

�� Adoption

�� Emancipation
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Unique Aspects of Unique Aspects of 
Probate / Mental HealthProbate / Mental Health

� Judicial Officers
� Supervision Role, Non-adversarial Court

� Probate Examiners
� Probate Court Investigators
� No Paper Files, Paper-on-demand
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StructureStructureStructure

� 3 Courtrooms
� Clerk’s Office (3 filing windows)
� 3 Judicial Officers
� 3 Probate Attorneys (temporary judges)
� 2 Riese Hearing Officers
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Structure, StaffStructure, StaffStructure, Staff

1 Manager + 3 Supervisors + 1 
Administrative Assistant + 36 staff 
members

Teams
� Courtroom Operations Supervisor: 
Clerk’s Office and courtrooms (14 staff)
� Supervising Probate Examiner: 
Examiners, Order Checkers, and records (13 staff)
� Supervising Court Investigator:      
Investigators and clerical (9 staff)
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PROBATE / MENTAL HEALTHPROBATE / MENTAL HEALTH
RESOURCESRESOURCES
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On our Web SiteOn our Web Site
www.occourts.org
� Forms, fees and other general information
� Cases on calendar
� Probate Notes related to cases on calendar
� Calendar Schedule
� Calendar / Hearing Information
� Petition, Ex Parte, Mental Health, Motion, 

Mandatory Settlement Conference and Trial, 
Minor’s Compromise, Name Change, Orders

� Searching Court Cases
� Viewing Register of Actions for individual cases
� Viewing Court Case Documents
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Some of Our 
Community Partners
Some of Our Some of Our 
Community PartnersCommunity Partners

� Agencies:
� County Counsel
� Public Defender
� Public Guardian/Public Administrator
� District Attorney

� Hospitals
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ACCESS TO THE COURTACCESS TO THE COURT
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Onsite at Lamoreaux Onsite at Lamoreaux 
Justice CenterJustice Center
� Clerk’s Office
� Kiosk access for searching and viewing cases

� Courtrooms
� Self Help Center
� Free Clinics
� Guardianship
� Conservatorship
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By PhoneBy Phone
� Main Information for Lamoreaux Justice Center 

(automated menu): (657) 622-5500
� Probate / Mental Health General Information 

(657) 622-5595
� Clerk’s Office  (657) 622-6501
� Courtrooms:
� L53 (657) 622-5553
� L72 (657) 622-5572
� L73 (657) 622-5573

� Probate Investigators   (657) 622- 6537
� Probate Order Checkers  (657) 622-6052
� Mon.-Fri. 11:00 am – 12:00 pm
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By EBy E --mailmail
� Requests for Continuances

ContinueProbate@occourts.org

� See Guidelines for e-mailing at
www.occourts.org/probate/#continuances

� Questions Regarding Probate Notes
ProbateCalendar@occourts.org

�� See Guidelines for eSee Guidelines for e--mailing atmailing at

www.occourts.org/probate/#questionswww.occourts.org/probate/#questions
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QUESTION / ANSWERQUESTION / ANSWER


